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SATURDAY 


EDITORIAL 


WHILE LAST WEEK'S MEETING OF CLUBS ON THE NEW GROUND 
ESTABLISHMENT WAS NOT WELL SUPPORTED BY THE CLUBS THEMSELVES, 
IT WAS NEVERTHELESS A MOST SUCCESSFUL MEETING AND CONVIVIAL 
GATHERING. 

THE FEDERATION EXECUTIVE AND ARCHITECT, MR. CORMACK 
MILLER WERE ABLE TO EXPLAIN THE BROAD OUTLINE OF THE SCHEME 
AND THE PROBABLE REQUIREMENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE CAPITAL 
TERRITORY. 

THE PROJECT HAS HAD SUFFICIENT "AIRING" AND DISCUSSION 
AMONG THE CLUBS FOR IT TO BE SEEN THAT THE DRIVE FOR OUR OWN 

‘TERS HAS BEEN ACCEPTED AS A GENUINE PRIORITY BY 
ALL THINKING SOCCER FANS. OVER THE PAST TWO WEEKS THERE HAS 
BEEN A REAL JUMP IN FOUNDATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 
REACHING SECRETARY, HAL LESLIE. 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HAS DECIDED TO EXTEND THE 
APPLICATION EXPIRY DATE AND IS ALSO ALLOWING PART PAYMENTS 
~ FOR MEMBERSHIP WITH EACH APPLICATION IN THE EXPECTATION THAT 
PLAYERS WILL INVEST IN THEIR OWN FUTURE. 

LAST TUESDAY'S MEETING WAS CLEARLY IN FAVOUR OF ENSURING 


* THE FOUNDATION MEMBERSHIP LIST WAS FILLED FROM CANBERRA'S 


SOCCER COMMUNITY. 

WHETHER THIS CAN BE DONE RESTS WITH THE DEGREE OF 
MOTIVATION AMONG CLUB COMMITTEES AND THE PLAYERS. ANYONE 
WHO HAS ANY DOUBTS ABOUT THE NEED FOR THE RIGHT TYPE OF 
GROUND FOR SOCCER SHOULD TAKE A TRIP TO PHILLIP DISTRICT 
ON SUNDAY WHEN JUVENTUS AND CROATIA-DEAKIN MEET AND SEE 
AT FIRST HAND, THE DIFFICULTIES OF PRESENTING A GAME OF 
THIS CALIBRE. 

REMEMBER THAT THERE ARE NO SIGNS THAT THIS SITUATION 
WILL MATERIALLY IMPROVE IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. 


the Ed 
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available and clubs may play ‘'friendly" matches if these 
can be arranged mutually. 


The Reserve competition is over 14 rounds whereas the 
Ist and 2nd Division is over 21. 


There will be some disruptior over the next few weeks but 
during the second half of the season, teams are IN PHASE 


with the first grade teams. 


In Argentinian football, at the present time, some 30 to 35 goals are 
scored on each match day of the official tournament, in eight matches 
taking place. oe 

Argentina has been greatly criticised in recent years for incidents 
occurring in matches featuring its representative teams. This was the __ 
deciding factor for the series of measures which were established and which 
today give mobility to the game and ensure that the most skilful and 
intelligent player always overcomes the rough one. 

Argentina is the main exporter of footballers to the whole world. 

In recent years, the number has risen by a large proportion and, without 
doubt, a high percentage are successful in whatever country and are playing 
whatever style of football.It is because skill and intelligence will always 
overcome brute force. For this reason, the success of the Argentinian 
footballer abroad is individual. 


It is possible that many think that the measures taken for punishing 
the holding of an opponent (firstly cautioning the whole team and subseq- 
uently sending off any player who repeats the offence) are exaggerated. 

But it is obvious that there are decisions which lead to an improvement 
of the game as such and they should be respected. Argentina has set an 
example in this respect. 

In their current season, England has also enforced this rule in its 
national a And if other countries would apply these stipu .lations 
together with the Rules of the Game, a lot of friction would be avoided and 
the spectators would not become so excited, as they obviously do not like 
these sort of offences. 

For example, another stipulation aims at making the game faster and 
more mobile. A player cannot touch the ball with his hand more than three 
times in the same match. The first time he does it, the referee warns him 
» The second time he cautions him and at the third, he sends the player off 
the field. It is well known that once a footballer knows this, he is very 
careful not to commit this offence. 

In Argentinian football, a player can also not kick the ball away, 
deliberately, in order to waste time. If he does this, the referee will caution 
him the first time and on the second occasion send him off the field. 

When the referee whistles an offence, the player who committed it 
should leave the ball at the place of the offence. He cannot take the ball 
with him in order to delay the game, nor as we said above, kick it far from the 
spot. 

Time wasting is also punished very severely by the referees and, in 
consequence, by the Disciplinary Committee of the Argentinian Football Assn. 

These days in Argentina, as in other countries,the trainers do not want 
their teams to lose. There is no doubt that the stability of the trainers job 
depends on the results of matches or on the position his team rates in the 
league or division table, But all these measures which have been introduced 
and which we have mentioned here tend to make take risks, as to 
defending in their own part of the field in the hope of 
a draw can be dangerous. Referees have no hesitation in whistling offences 
in the penalty areas, whether it be for the local team or for the visitors. 
Nor do they worry whether it is a popularly established club or a not-so- 
popular club, 


A very high percentage of penalty-kicks are given in Argentinian foot- 
ball over the year. This indicates that the referee is not acting under any - 
pressureThat he has authority. And that he does not leave the field of play 
thinking that if he punished the local team, he could have problems. 


Recently in Europe,we saw a match in which the referee, after the 

time was up, award a corner in favour of the local team,which was one of 
the two most important in that country, and which was playing an unimportant 
team- right at the bottom of the league table. The match was.a draw, one all. 

Watch in hand, the referee supervised the taking of the corner, but 
did not blow the final whistle until the ball was back in the middle of the 
field. This is definitely wrong. If the time has expired, the referee should not 
allow the corner to be taken. The Law is very clear and conclusive in this respec: 


We believe that if, in the next World Championship, which is to be played 
in Germany and where the new FIFA World Cup will be inaugurated in place of the 
Jules Rimet Cup, which now belongs outright to the Brazjlians , these stipulation: 
were put into practice, fewer useless offences would be committed; there 
would not be any delays in the game and the teams which had the most skilful 
players would win. 


Vigorous strong play is one thing. Using the body to protect the ball with 
bad intent is another thing , as is delaying the game when the result is un- 
favourable. In this way there would be two great beneficiaries ; the millions 
of spectators all over the world and essentially, Football. 


We should not forget the greatest player of all time in the world of 
football, Pele, paid tribute to his great reputation for skill in the World 
Cups of 1962 and 1966, when he was eliminated from the competition by the 
rough play of his opponents, because it was the only means they could use to 
avoid the well-known superiority of skill over brute force. 


Thus it is explained why in the Republic of Argentina, clean football 
is played, without the violence as in other countries. If the Law is enforced 
and these "tricks" (which footballers use all over the world because they 
are allowed to) are banished from the field of play, football will gain a lot, 
the game will be splendid and the spectators, who are those who really support 
the game, will be favoured, 


THE ABOVE PUBLISHED BY COURTESY OF A.S.F. NEWS. 


THE ATTACKERS' LEAGUE FOR 1st AND 2nd Division TEAMS COMMENCES 
THE TABLES WILL BE IN ROUND BALL EACH WEEK AND PRIZES WILL GO TO 
THE PLAYERS IN THE TWO TEAMS TAKING OUT THE ATTACKERS" TITLES. 
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COACHING HINTS 


We are shortly to have a series of coaching hints from 
the ACT Coaches Association and to start discussion the one 
of our keener players has put forward his idea on THE VOLLEY. 


You may have some comments then let us hear them : 


Goalkeepers are often taken by surprise by a first time shot. 
When an attacking players stops the ball, he not only gives the 
defenders time to re-position themselves or take the ball from hin, 
but it also gives the goalkeeper time to re-orientate and prepare 
himself for the shot. A lot of goalscoring chances are missed because 
of a player's reluctance to shoot first time or as it is known if the 
ball is off the ground-VOLLEY. 

Regin your practice with a ball ( it doesnt have to be a football 
when volleying you must always aim your kick at the centre of the ball) 
on a string and hold the string so that the ball is about 12 inches 
from the ground. Make contact with the full instep of your foot, 
remember-ing to keep your toes pointed and ankle firm. If you make 
contact with your knee directly over the ball, the ball will travel 
parrallel with the ground, if you lean back the ball will rise quite 
sharply. After this, practice with the ball suspended over ‘your. head 
say from a rafter or the crossbar of the goals. You can use your body 
to its full advantage in balancing, positioning and pivott on one 
knee: to draw the ball across your body. Now try this with ball 
swinging. 

Most volley chances at goal come from balls centred from the wing, 
therefore the ball will approach you from a different angle than the one 
you want to send it on. This is a much more difficult movement and requires 
a great deal of concentration and practice. You can gain confidence 
in this shot by bouncing a football in front of you and as the ball is 
dropping, pivot on your non-kicking leg and bring your foot around level 
with the ground to make contact with the ball. 

Work with a friend or team-mate and ask him to throw the ball to 
you as you stand side on to your target, practice with both feet as you 
never know when you, may need your left (or right) foot. You need 
confidence here as you may hurt your foot or leg if you swing wrongly. 
Dont worry if the ball goes over the bar the first few times, at least 
you are making contact with the ball and only need to adjust your timing. 

Match practice is important, no matter which movement you are 
practicing, so get together with 2 or 3 mates and 1 or 2 opponents, as 
well as a ‘keeper. One crosses the ball deep to the far post where another 
heads it back into the path of the third person to volley past the goal- 
keeper .This is excellent practice for (a) long passes to the far post 
(b) heading back to a team-mate that is “in a better position (c) volleying 
(d) defending and (e) the goalkeeper judging cross balls. 

The defenders need not harass the attackers at first until their 
confidence and skill are at a peak, then pressuring them will always give 
them better match practice and make them better players during a game. 

There aren practices of this nature, but whatever you do, remember 
to get into a line of flight and to meet the ball quickly. Try to hit 
the ball cleanly and try to crack the bal] down onto the target. Volleying 
is a skill that requires practice but the effort is well worthwhile. For 
when a half clearance-of loose corner kick comes towards you, it can be 
put into the back of the net in the time it takes others to control it 
before they shoot. 


AMATEUR DOINGS 


Saturday should , by rights , be Amateur Football Day. 

Throughout Canberra, and indeed Australia, courageous men and youths band 
stubbornly together in the face of advancing years, declining health and sheer 
inability to plav football. It is this dogged determination that gives Amateur 
football a certain spirit that Federation Players, with their fancy strips and 
winners" bonuses will never fee). 

There are teams comprised of Church groups and schoolboys, foreign students 
ind officer cadets ; names like CYC and Reid Baptists grace the lips of mothers 
that stout heartedly support their budding George Bests or wives with their z 
Stanley Matthews', every weekend. Phillip United will always arrive with their 
gleaming gold shirts and various coloured shorts and socks 5 but who cares if 
the other team are wearing 8 different shades of blue and purple or your 
goalkeeper has to change his green jumper because their centre forward doesn't 
want to take his track suit off, this doesn't lessen the excitement felt as the 
two teams line up trying in vain to imagine that the hedge on one side of the 
pitch and the sewer on the other are stadiums packed with thousands of scarf 
waving song singing, supporters and the man facing you in his short socks, dirty 
shorts, too small jumper is really Pele. This is what the game is al) about. 


It would take more than a psychiatrist to determine what makes a man rush 
home from work on Saturday morning, gulp down several sandwiches and maybe a pint 
of beer whilst rummaging around in the laundry looking for his boots which will no 
doubt still be covered in last week's mud, grab at the first pair of shorts, and if 
he thinks of it, socks, and dash madly to what is laughingly referred to as a pitch. 
He needn't worry because games that are due to start at say, 1 p.m. very rarely 
start before 1.15 tecause (a)~half the team has yet to tum up (b) the ball is flat 
~ not really a valid excuse {c) no one wants to referee or (d) nobody has bothered 
to inform the team which position they are playing in. Shirts need not be the same 
colour as long as you know who is on your side and which way you are going. 


Somewhere, midst this large OMNIUMGATHERUM there beats a heart of pure steel. 
This heart pumps out enough strength and determination to ensure more games will 
be played next Saturday against the seemingly overwhelming odds of no team or 
transport or a pitch that is either sloping downhill atia 30 degree angle or is 
shin deep in md - sometimes both- pitches that are at times enough to make men 
cry through sheer exhaustion and frustration. 

No matter the odds there will always be a game so go along to any of the 
grounds on any Saturday, and, although you may not go home feeling that you've 
Seen the European Cup Final, you will have been witness to 22 men and youths 
proving that know-how and ability can at times be replaced by guts and 
determination. 


Phil Rutherford. 


TABLE AMATEUR DIVISION 1 


PW ODL F A Pts 

RMC Lie = ZF = & 

North 2 2 ="*= § T, 4 

cyc 2 2 = = £ 2 @ 

ANU f 1,7 £ do 8 2 

Railton 2 Fe ft 2 & Zz 

Phillip 22.0 £4 & 2 

Kris 21 - 1 8 9 2 os 
RAAF Z 2 > ¢ @ 10 0 

Reid O'Connor Z = -~- £214 Oo 

N.C. Baptist 2 2 s Bo Lay Ff ‘ 


POINTS. TABLES ..pwptLFA Pts 
Monaro 6 5S - 1 19 13 10 
West Woden Juventus 6 4 1 1 27 6 9 
Croatia-Deakin 6 40 2 17 8 8 
Melrose - Lyons * 5 S22. 9 8-7? 
Forrest 6 114 8 6 3 
Downer-Olympics 6 114 7 19 3 
Queanbeyan City 6 114 #3 10 #3 
Turner Eagles * § £ais 4 3 
* 

tee ST 2nd Division 
A.N.U. 6 411 18 ll 9 
Phillip 6 411 12 9 9 
Weston. 6 3 21 16 12 8 
St.George 6 221 9 9 6 
Goulburn Workers 6 22 2 I 14 6 
Belconnen 6 13 2 14 14 = 5 
C.AE, 6 £14 Tdi? «63 
Woden 6 1-5 7 13 2 

Reserves 

Croatia-Deakin $5 3 - - 135 3 6 
Melrose-Lyons 3 3-+-+ 9 3 6 
Turner Eagles 53 2@i. @9 2 #€ 
Monaro 3 21+ 10 §' 4 
Forrest 5 12 - 7 AL 2 
Olympic 5S =2i1 2 8 7 
Juventus $3 = 21 012 1 
Queanbeyan City 3 - 3 - 5 11 O 

O'NCONNOR PHARMACY CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP-AWARD- 
Monaro 72 G'burn Workers * 
Croatia-Deakin 66 Turner Eagles * 
Melrose-Lyons * 60 Belcomen * 
Juventus 57 Forrest 
A.N.U. * 54 Downer-O1 
Phillip * 54 Q'beyan City 
Weston x 48 C.A.E. * 
St.George * 36 Woden * 


* Game to play or reserves total not included 


